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1. 



DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grbuhdfs) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). . , 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREEtMONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutes period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated mom the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

»e prior art are such (hat the subject 2™ "'^i ™«« so"9ht Co be patented and 
invention was.made to a person hav in7o"oW ,Mn f ,1? \ 2 , t"f " ° bvl ° us al *e time the 

3. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sasuga et al. (Sasuga) (U.S.Patent No. 5,432,626). 
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As to claim 1 : Sasuga discloses a liquid crystal display (MDL) with two 
substrates (SUB 1 and SUB 2) with a liquid crystal material (LC), a lower case 
' body (LCA), a LCD cover (SHD), a liquid crystal panel (PNL) having an opening 
in a display region (LCW), the LCD cover (SHD) is fitted with the case body 
(LCA) (col. 18 , lines 1-3). Sasuga discloses that the diaply panel is equipped on 

its upper and lower surfaces (surrounding the outside edge), with a thin rubber 
spacer (rubber cushion, not shown), having an elongated rectangular shape on 
its four side edges exerting no influence upoh the display. The upper side rubber 
spacer is sandwiched between the display panel and the shield casing and the 
lower rubber spacer is sandwiched between the display panel andthe middle ' 

frame. Fitting of the panel, the upper case and the lower case by pushing 
, (pressing) has been disclosed in (col. 18, lines 50-68). 

Though Sasuga discloses a cushion material having an upper and lower , 
spacer sandwiched between the display. panel and the middle frame, Sasuga \ 
does not explicitly teach the cushion material having an outer surface opposing 
the fitting portion. . ' 

The teachings of Sasuga can either, be directly applicable to the recitations 
•of the instant claims or can easily be,modlfied:1o read on the instant claim. • 
Therefore, it.would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the aft at 
the time the invention was made to adapt the cushion material into a frame like 
form that has an outer surface opposing to the fitting portion so that the whole 
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module is firmly held in its entirety without any necessity for other fixing members 
(col. 18, lines 65-67). 

As to claim 2: Sasuga discloses a rubber cushion and hence the material < 
has excellent elastic coefficient and high friction factor as recited. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3-10 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

A search of the prior art did not disclose a LCD device comprising a 
combination of structural elements, more specifically: 

(a) Pawl portions provided in the LCD cover and extending to a space 
between the case body and the hinge members to engage with the hinge ' • 
members.- 

(b) Pawl portions provided in the LCD cover in portions where the hinge : 
member is mounted and fixed to the case body together with the hinge member 
by bolt means. 

The prior art (a) Park (U.S.Patent No. 5,949,642) discloses rotatable hinge 
members (300). However Park does not disclose pawl portions that engage with 
the hinge members (b) Sasuga (U.S.Patent No. 5,432,626) discloses pawl 

portions (CL) but does not disclose a rotatable hinge and the engagement of the 
pawl portions with the hinge. 
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Response to Arguments 



6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Prasad R Akkapeddi whose telephone^ number is 571- 
272-2285. the examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM to 5:30PM M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H Kim can be reached on 571-272-2293. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR: 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, cohtact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866t21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Prasad R Akkapeddi, Ph.D 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2871. 
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